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While  Alberta's  agriculture  community  prepares  to  harvest 
their  crops,  the  education  community  begins  their  school 
year.     It  is  time  for  planning  and  action.     I  am  hopeful  that 
the    Ag  in  the  Classroom  program  will  help  with  your  les- 
son preparation  as  a  resource  and  an  idea  bank.    We  have 
a  limited  number  of  the  primary  handbooks,  "Agriculture 
and  Me",  available  for  thp  fall.     When  ordering  please 
specify  the  grades  you  teach. 

The  reprint  of  the  elementary  handbook,  "Pride  in  Alberta",  will  be  available 
for  January  1,  1988.     The  new  format  will  be  a  separate  handbook  for  each  grade, 
(4,5,6).     The  revisions  have  been  made  in  accordance  with  recommendations  from 
pilot  participants.    A  sincere  THANK  YOU  for  your  response.     I  hope  the  revised 
version  reflects  attention  to  your  suggestions  and  concerns. 

The  staff  at  Agriculture  in  the  Classroom  wishes  you  a  successful  and  ful- 
filling year  in  the  classroom.     Please  don't  hesitate  to  contact  us  for  resources, 
workshops  or  any  agriculture  related  request  in  the  coming  term. 


Urban  Agriculture  Outreach  Program 


If  you  teach  in  a  school  in  Edmonton,  Ca 
or  Grande  Prairie  your  class  can  access 
the  Classroom.  The  Agriculture  Outreach 
room  guest  speakers  to  present  specific, 
which  are  designed  to  raise  awareness  of 
industry  amongst  school  children.  A  ser 
presentations  which  include  lectures,  sk 
will  be  developed  to  compliment  the  Albe 
Science,  Social  Studes  and  Language  Arts 


Igary,  Red  Deer,  Lethbridge, 
this  new  program  from  Ag  in 
Program  will  utilize  class- 
specially  developed  programs 
the  Alberta  Agriculture 
ies  of  40  minute  lesson 
its  and  hands  on  activities 
rta  education  curriculum  in 
in  grades  1-9. 


The  program  will  begin  December  1,  1987.     Look  for  information  and  application 
brochures  which  will  be  sent  to  schools  in  the  specified  areas  inviting  them  to  partic- 
ipate in  Lhe  fun. 


ACTIVITY  IDEA 


l.ookinj'  for  mir i  ciinio.nt  acLivlLli's  l  or  your  school? 


Plan  to  hold  an  Agricultural  Fair  at  your  school I 


Donna  MacKay ,  a  teacher  at  H.T.  Coutts  School  in  Claresholm  has  done  it. 
In  fact,  she's  done  it  two  times  and  it's  getting  better  each  time.  Donna 
sites  several  good  reasons  for  holding  the  fair  in  her  school.     The  annual 
Claresholm  fair  has  involved  all  of  the  307  students  in  active  participation 
both  in  competing  for  prizes  in  26  categories  for  projects  or  as  presenters 
of  entertainment  at  the  event.     The  success  of  the  event  has  been  overwelmingi 
With  the  cooperation  of  all  23  staff  members,  Donna  has  planned  and  executed  a 
school  activity  which  benefits  the  students,  the  community  and  the  school. 

Here  are  some  of  the  good  reasons  Donna  gives  for  planning  this  particular 
student  activity.     She  feels  that  "the  essence  of  the  'Fair'   is  what  the  students 
learn  about  their  projects  and  themselves.     They  get  a  feeling  that  they  can 
do  something  worthwhile  in  school.     Many  of  the  students  really  shine  when  they 
get  involved  in  a  project."    Donna  added  that  "the  'Fair'  also  provided  an  opport- 
unity for  the  community  to  participate  in  the  educational  system  and  to  see  what 
the  kids  can  really  do."     Donna  and  the  staff  at  Claresholm  consider  the  agricultural 
fair  their  key  enrichment  activity  of  the  school  year. 

On  behalf  of  Agriculture  in  the  Classroom  I  attended  the  Claresholm  Fair  as  a 
guest  last  year,  and  will  Attend  as  a  participant  this  year.     The  commitment  of  the 
students,   their  enthusiam  and  their  projects  were  very  impressive  I     I  look  forward 
to  contributing  a  display  in  the  spring. 

For  those  of  you  who  can  see  how  this  tremendous  idea  could  benefit  your  school, 
and  would  like  to  give  it  a  try.  Donna  has  offered  planning  tips  to  help  you  enjoy 
the  experience  and  to  ensure  that  your  fair  is  a  success.     To  recieve  your  copy  of 
Donna's  tips  please  contact  this  office  and  a  copy  will  be  mailed  out  to  you.  Donna 
starts  prelimenary  organization  in  early  fall  so  order  your  complimentary  copy  now. 


Agricultural  Education  Branch 
Alberta  Agriculture 
Agriculture  Building,  2nd  Floor 
7000  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 


Look 


Feature:  Harvest  time  lessons  for  primary  classes 


1.     "Agriculture  and  Me" 
Grade  1 

Unit  1 
HARVEST 

Try  these  delightful  lessons  with 
your  class .     Some  teachers  who 
attended  our  spring  workshops  may 
remember  the  threshing  competitions 


2.     "Agriculture  and  Me" 

Grade  2 

Unit  5  -  Farm  life 

Lesson  23  Farmer  for  a  Day 

Unit  6  -  Plants  and  Food 
Lesson  26  -  Making  a  Calendar 


3.     "Agriculture  and  Me' 
Grade  3 


Unit  8  -  Interdependence 
Lesson  38  -  Making  a  Corn  Dolly 


4.     "Pride   in  Alberta" 

Grades  4,  5,  &  6 

Lesson  //  19  - 
International  Supper 


AGRICULTURE  ALBERTA  CLASSROOM  SERIES  UPDATE 


Kail  inservice  for  teachers  is  available 
on  a  first  come  first  serviced  basis.     Be  pre- 
pared for  an  active,  inspiring  session  filled 
with  new  ideas  and  materials  for  your  class- 
room.    Due  to  increasing  demand  P.D.  Days  or 
multi-school  workshops  will  be  given  priority 
over  individual  school  requests. 

Cindy  is  taking  bookings  now  so  call  her 
for  an  appointment.     Ph:  427  -  2402. 


Space  Age  Update  -  Junior  High 

The  Junior  High  Program  development  has 
progressed  very  well  this  summer.  Teachers 
who  wish  to  pilot  the  Grades  7-8-9  Science 
and  Grade  9  Social  Studies  as  well  as  those 
teaching  the  Agriculture  option  are  invited 
to  call  Cole  Pederson  at  427  -  2402  for  inform- 
ation.   


Just  for  the  Fun  of  It  I 

Why  not  have  a  vegetable  face  painting 
contest  in  your  school  to  celebrate  Thanks- 
giving?    Send  the  winners  names  into  the 
Ag  in  the  Classroom  newsletter  for  public- 
ation in  our  Christmas  edition. 


Re  Print  Harvest  Peom 

We  liked  it  so  much,  we  wanted  to  share  this  special  harvest  poem  with  our 
new  readers.     Thanks  Jan  for  the  lovely  contribution. 


Harvest  *S4 

Monday,  August  4th  —  a  hot,  humid  day, 

Some  barley  is  ready  to  cut  —  about  a  day  away. 

Dark,  ominous  clouds  are  building  as  we  pick  our  peas. 

The  heavens  open  up  —  sending  hugh  raindrops  and  a  fair  breeze. 

Thunder  rumbles  and  lightning  sparks  off  the  pea  fence! 

Electricity  in  the  garden  is  extremely  dense. 

Hail  bounces  and  dances  on  the  ground  — 

"It  doesn't  seem  too  bad  here,"  we  frowned. 

But  unknown  to  us  —  out  in  the  barley  fields  — 

God's  great  white  combine  drastically  reduced  our  yields. 

We  just  couldn't  believe  our  eyes! 

The  kernels  were  smashed  into  the  ground  —  surprise! 

The  hail  had  harvested  our  barley  for  us. 

What  would  we  do  with  all  this  muss? 

The  grease  gun  won't  pump  — 

Slam  it,  curse  it,  give  it  a  thump. 

Tighten  the  canvases,  fill  up  the  tank, 

Check  the  oil  and  belts,  give  the  engine  a  crank. 

The  swather  is  cutting  the  forlorn  looking  grain. 

Quick,  keep  it  moving  before  we  get  some  more  rain! 

We  are  fooled  —  the  sun  keeps  shining  for  days  and  days  — 

At  how  fast  the  grain  dries,  we  are  simply  amazed. 

Take  a  moisture  test  —  it's  13.5  —  whoa  —  hold  steady! 

The  battery  or.  Lhe  truck  has  died  — 

"Can't  unload  the  grain!"  an  excited  voice  cried. 

Move  the  auger,  the  bin  is  overflowing." 

"Help  us,  we  have  to  keep  those  combines  going." 

Grandma  is  cooking,  baking  and  hauling  out  meals  — 

And  watching  her  granddaughter  'til  exhausted  she  feels! 

"Where's  the  gas  can,  where's  the  ladder?" 

"Quit  hollering  and  getting  redder  and  madder!" 

"I  told  you  to  drive  over  there!" 

"Watch  where  you're  headed  —  the  combine's  too  near!" 
"Drive  much  DEAR?" 


cont 


September  brings  the  rain  and  snow. 
Now  the  swathed  grain  might  start  to  grow. 
Everyday  the  sun  threatens  to  appear. 
But  the  clouds  roll  in,  way  too  near! 

We  are  busy  building  new  corrals  and  fence  up  at  the  pasture. 

For  the  present  ones  are  rotten  and  broken  —  quite  a  disaster. 

We  build  in  the  rain  and  shiver  in  the  cold. 

Measuring,  sawing  and  pounding  —  watch  where  you  hold! 

Thumbs  and  fingers  are  abused  —  how  hard  we  try. 

The  sun  shines  again  and  the  hay  is  finally  dry! 

It  is  raked  in  heavy,  neat,  green  leafy  rows. 

You  should  see  how  fast  the  tractor  goes. 

Right  behind  comes  Uncle  Rick. 

Does  he  ever  drive  that  bale  wagon  quick! 

The  wheat  is  sprouting  and  molding  on  the  ground. 

While  the  sun  still  shines,  the  combines  roar  around. 

The  wheat  is  in  the  bin,  hooray! 

The  combines  are  cleaned,  serviced  and  stored  away. 

The  plowing  and  ditching  are  finished. 

The  good  weather  has  quickly  diminished. 

We  got  the  potatoes  and  carrots  out  in  a  hurry  — 

'Cause  the  snow  and  cold  weather  came  rather  early! 

Thus  ended  the  fall  of  '84 

What  more  excitement  could  a  family  wish  for? 

—  Jan  Gabert 
Cripple  Creek  Farm 
Josephberg,  Alberta 


AGRICULTURE  IN 
THE  CLASSROOM 
NEWSLETTER 


Christmas 


C/VNADIANA 

JUN  2  9  1988 


1987 


SEASONS  GREETINGS  FROM  THE  AGRICULTURE  IN  THE  CLASSROOM  STAFF! 

Once  again  this  fall  has  been  spent  attending  Professional  Development 
Days  and  In-Service  sessions.    A  special  "Hello"  to  all  new  aquaintances 
and  some  renewed  friendships.    We  hope  you  are  all  deep  into  your  handbooks 
by  now  and  finding  the  material  useful. 


Look 


e 
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 ^ 

Agriculture  and  Me 

Grade  1 

Unit  2  Farm  Families 

Discover  some  aspects  of  rural  lifestyle  by  involving 
your  class  in  these  creative  lessons.    Role  play,  compose 
a  song  about  New  MacDonalds  Farm.    Listen  for 
the  sounds  of  farming.    Make  puppets.    Both  rural  and  urban 
students  will  enjoy  these  creative  activities. 


Agriculture  and  Me 


Grade  2 

Unit  4 

Animal  groups  in  agriculture.    Make  mobiles, 
make  a  collage  about  a  "Day  in  the  Life  of  a  Sheep  Dog", 
Learn  how  to  make  cheese.  Do  the  Farm  Animal  Crossword  Puzzle. 
Have  a  fun  time  learning  about  some  farm  animals. 

Agriculture  and  Me 

Grade  3 

Unit  7  Rural  Farming  Communities 

Compare  and  contrast  urban  and  rural  communities  in  Alberta. 
How  is  a  small  town  like  a  suburban  shopping  center?    Plan  to 
interview  a  "rural"  or  "urban"  guest.    Plan  and  enjoy  an  old 
fashion  "Box  Social . " 


CONGRATULATIONS  to  the  vegetable 
face  painting  contest  winners  from 
Rosebrier  School  in  Wetaskiwin! 

1st  -  Debbie  Cleland  -  grade  5 

Honourable  Mention  - 

Nathan  Booi  -  grade  5 
Amy  Evinger  -  grade  6 


TEACHER       BURNOUT  1987 


It's  A  Good  Trick  If  You  (  •.n  Do  It! 

The  successful,  self-made  man  tells  us  that  in 
order  to  be  a  success,  we  must    •i./c|i  our  nose  to 
the  grindstone,  put  our  ear  t('  'he.  ground,  keep 
our  eye  on  the  ball,  our  tongui    in  our  cheek; 
keep  a  stiff  upper  lip,   our  shoulder  to  the  wheel, 
our  feet  planted  in  our  convictions;   then  we  hitch 
our  wagon  to  a  star,   tighten  our  belt  another  notch, 
lift  ourselves  by  our  bootstrai);,   keep  a  sharp  watch 
for  opportunities,   stay  in  harnL   s,  and  then  we  will 
get  a  finger  in  the  pie,  and  havo  the  world  by  the 
taii: 


ACTIVITY  IDEA 


ACTIVITY  1 


CHRISTMAS  CONTEST 

Send  us  your  letter  to  Santa  and  we  will 
enter  them  in  our  Christmas  Draw. 

January  15  we  will  draw  5  letters. 
Each  one  will  win  a  Surprise  Package. 

To  Enter: 

Write  a  Letter  to  'Santa'  4  lines  long  either 
in  free  verse  or  rhyming  that  might  have  come 
from  a  boy  or  girl  who  is  living  on  our  Alberta 
homestead  in  1903. 

Editor's  Note: 

This  can  be  a  part  of  the  pioneer  lesson 
for  Grade  4  featured  in  Pride  in  Alberta. 

Mail  to: 
Betty  Gabert 

Agricultural  Education  Branch 

Dept.  of  Agriculture 

2nd  Floor,  7000  -  113  Street 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

T6H  5T6 


ACTIVITY  2 

Try  this  again: 

Here's  a  fun  group  activity. 

Holiday  Cook  Book 

Since  this  is  a  traditional  season  for  feasting,  how  about  putting 
together  a  Holiday  Cook  Book  with  contributions  from  each  of  the 
chi Idren . 


Introduction 


Activity  Procedure: 


1.  Discussion  about  various  family  traditions 
at  Christmas  time. 

2.  Sharing  Circle  relating  each  child's  holiday 
feast. 

3.  Ask  each  child  to  interview  a  senior  member 
of  their  family  and  request  their  favorite 
festive  recipe. 

4.  Compile  the  recipes  and  make  a  colorful  Holiday 
Cook  Book. 


Conclusion: 


Related  Activity: 


5.    Share  the  cook  book  with  another  class 
Potluck  Lunch. 


FARMER'S  LETTER  TO  SANTA 


Old  Santa  sat  in  his  easy  chair,  reading  his  letters  from  here  and 
there.    When  all  of  the  sudden  "AHA"  said  he,  the  Alberta  Farmers  have 
written  to  me. 

I  suppose  they  want  a  new  fangled  plow,  or  maybe  some  sort  of  a  special 
cow.  Oh  well,  he  sighed,  and  shook  his  head,  then  opened  the  letter 
and  slowly  read: 


Dear  Santa: 

We  know  we're  asking  for  quite  a  lot,  but  there  are  so  many  things 

we  haven't  got.  So  we  thought  we'd  ask  you  to  try  and  find  these  gifts 

for  us  that  we  have  in  mind. 

A  few  less  hoppers  and  a  bit  less  rain,  when  harvest  time  rolls  around 
again.    We're  tired  of  hail  and  wind  storms  here,  so  you  needn't  bother 
with  them  this  year. 

Give  us  higher  prices  for  eggs  and  cream,  and  lower  prices  for  gasoline. 
Give  us  plenty  of  markets  for  all  our  grain,  and  good  cattle  market 
once  again. 

This  is  our  list  and  at  the  top,  what  we  really  want  is  a  bumper  crop. 
And  just  one  more  thing  ere  your  patience  cracks,  give  us  strength 
to  master  the  income  tax. 


Santa  laughed  and  put  the  letter  away,  then  stepped  outside  to  look 

at  the  sleigh,  And  right  on  top  by  the  dolls,  pretty  charmers,  he  placed 

a  box  of  GOOD  LUCK  for  Alberta  Farmers! 


Author  Unknown 


AGRICULTURE  ALBERTA  CLASSROOM  SERIES  UPDATE 


PRIDE  IN  ALBERTA  -  REPRINT 

We  are  going  to  press  with  the 
revision  of  Pride  in  Alberta.  The 
new  handbooks  will  be  available 
in  January.    Watch  for  them.  Many 
thanks  to  all  of  you  who  evaluated 
the  pilot  edition.    You  certainly 
helped  us  to  improve  our  product! 


The  Urban  Agriculture  Outreach  Program 


Alberta  Agriculture  representatives  will  be  working  in  major  urban 
centre  schools  over  the  next  few  months  delivering  the  newest  program 
material  on  the  role  and  value  of  agriculture  in  daily  living. 

Beginning  in  Calgary  and  Edmonton  in  December  and  expanding  to 
Lethbridge,  Red  Deer  and  Grande  Prairie  in  early  1988,  the  Urban 
Agriculture  Outreach  Program  is  designed  to  increase  awareness  of 
agriculture  among  city  children  from  Grades  1  to  9. 

Along  with  delivering  a  message  to  students,  the  presentation 
will  also  act  as  an  in-class  workshop  for  teachers  giving  them  a  chance 
to  see  how  the  material  can  be  used  in  future  Cidssroom  studies. 


^Iberra 

AGRICULTURE 
Agricultural  Education  Branch 


CANADIANA 

JUN  2  9  1988 


AGRICULTURE  IN 
THE  CLASSROOM 
NEWSLETTER 

New  Year  1988 


HAPPY  NEW  YEAR! 

to  teachers  and  students  in  Alberta 
Schools.    The  staff  at  Ag  in  the  Classroom 
wishes  you  the  very  best  in  health,  happiness 
and  personal  achievement  in  1988.  Remember 
You  Can  Do  It. 

From 

Betty  Gabert  -  coordinator 
Cindy  Dixon  -  secretary 
Cole  Pederson  -  writer 
& 

Lynn,  Joyce,  Allison,  Ruth,  Marylou,  Lori 
and  Neil  -  the  Outreach  team. 


PROGRAM  UPDATE 

The  program  is  starting  the  new  year 
in  grand  style  and  we  are  looking  forward  to 
an  exciting  year. 

Our  "Outreach  Program"  is  a  real  "ruHi-a-way' 
with  bookings  all  but  filled  until  the  end 
of  June  in  Edmonton  and  Calgary  and  coming 
in  fast  for  the  start  up  in  Red  Deer.  The 
enthusiastic  staff  is  having  a  wonderful  time 
in  the  classrooms  and  most  host  teachers  are 
finding  the  presentations  both  educational 
and  refreshing.     Keep  up  the  good  work  team! 


AGRICULTURE  ALBERTA  CLASSROOM  SERIES  UPDATE 


Pride  in  Alberta  has  been  revised  and  re-printed.  Sets  of  these  handbooks 
are  available  on  request  from  Ag  in  the  Classroom. 

Phone  427-2402  or  write  Betty  Gabert 
2nd  Floor 
7000  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 

Workshops  for  teacher  inservice  on  this  material  can  be  arranged 
by  contacting  us  at  the  above  as  well. 


Space  Age    Is  being  published  this  year  and  will  be  available  to  Alberta 
Junior  High  Schools  in  September.    Look  for  our  brochure  detailing 
ordering  directions. 


"LET'S  TALK" 

Supplemental  Teaching  Aids  -  Available 
from  Alberta  Agriculture 

Thank  you  L.  Dyck,  Teacher  Librarian 
from  Crestwood  School  in  Medicine 
Hat  for  the  suggestion  that  we 
make  a  list  of  some  resources  that 
are  available  from  Alberta  Agricculture 


Aq  in  the  Classroom 

1.  Aqriculture  and  Me  -  3  teacher's 
handbooks  -  Grades  1-2-3. 

2.  Pride  in  Alberta  -  3  teacher's 
handbooks  -  Grades  4-5-6. 

3.  Space  Age  Agriculture  -  a  resource 
for  the  new  Jr.  High  Agriculture 
curri  cul um. 

We  have  a  film  library  that  makes 
films  available  to  Alberta  schools 
free  of  charge  to  get  a  copy  of 
the  film  catalogue  for  your  school 
write  to:    Alberta  Agriculture 

Publications  Office  or  Film  Library 

7000  -  113  Street 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

T6H  5T6 


Loo)i 


Grade  1  -  Unit  3  Farm  Animals 
-    This  delightful  unit  offers 
a  variety  of  activities  from 
counting  flash  cards  to 
writing  stories  about  familar 
farm  animal s . 

Pi scover  -  how  many  babies 
different  animals  have  in 
the  spring. 

-  compare  egg  incubation 
with  hens  to  eggs  in  a  hatchery. 

-  animal  riddles 
and  rhymes. 

-  dot  to  dot  pictures. 

-  animal  health 
care  as  compared  with  what 
children  do  to  stay  healthy. 


Grade  2  -  Unit  6  Plants  and  Food 
-  This  is  a  good  time  of 
year  to  make  a  1988  calendar 
which  highlights  farming 
activities.    Take  the  plant 
quiz  or  complete  some  plant 
rhymes  to  explore  the  world 
of  plants  and  food  products. 


Grade  3  -  Unit  7  Rural  Farming 
Communities  -  In  this  series 
of  lesson  children  make  some 
interesting  discoveries  through 
examination  of  some  facts  and  by 
making  comparisons.    Some  questions 
that  may  make  for  interesting 
discussion  include  "How  is- 
a  rural  town  like  your 
neighbourhood  shopping 
center  or  How  many  people 
live  on  farms  in  Alberta." 


We  hope  you  enjoy  these  creative 
and  involving  activities 
in  your  class. 


ACTIVITY  IDEA 


IMPERSONATE  A  FARMER 


Background 


Procedure:  1 


In  our  outreach  program  we  have  developed  some 
simulated  interviews  with  farmers.    Schools  in  some 
of  the  urban  areas  can  access  this  program.  However, 
I  think  a  modification  might  make  for  a  fun  and 
educational  activity.    Here's  how  it  goes! 

Divide  the  class  into  groups  of  10.    Give  each 
group  one  copy  of  the  script  provided.    Have  each 
student  select  one  slide  description  and,  based 
on  the  description,  make  a  large  colorful  drawing 
which  illustrates  their  slide/script  selection. 
Mount  the  pictures  on  a  stiff  backing. 


2.  When  all  of  the  illustrations  are  completed,  have 
the  students  arrange  the  pictures  in  the  order  they 
occur  on  the  script. 

3.  Give  the  students  some  time  to  study  the  script. 
Then  have  the  group  members  in  teams  of  two  giving 
the  "slide  presentation."    While  one  student  changes 
the  slides  the  other  acts  as  the  speaker. 

4.  At  the  end  of  each  presentation  allow  the  audience 
to  ask  the  "Farmer"  some  questions. 

5.  The  farmer  we  have  chosen  is  a  BEEF  PRODUCER. 
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SANTA'S  PICKS 


The  Santa  letters  were  delightful.    The  following  is  a  list  of  the  winners: 

Chris  Foy  -  Notre  Dame  El  em.  School  -  Bonnyville. 

Susan  M.  -  Manning  Elem.  School  -  Manning. 

Michelle  J.  Kleinsasser  -  Magrath  Elem.  School  -  Magrath. 

Teressa  Dyck  -  Delburne  School  -  Delburne. 

Erin  MacNeil  -  Neil  Ross  School  -  St.  Albert. 

Lea  Eldstrom  -  Viking  School  -  Viking. 


We  thought  the  letters  were  such  fun  we  wanted  to  share  some  with 
you.    Thank  you  boys  and  girls. 


Northwest  Territories 
December  13,  1903 


Dear  Santa; 

I  'm  sitting  by  my  table. 
My  dad  is  working  at  the  stable, 
I  want  a  sled  that's  bright  and  red 
So  I  can  haul  wood  before  bed. 

Your  friend, 

Scott  Hollar 
Viking  School 
Vi  king 


Dear  Santa, 

I  would  like, 

a  pretty  dol  1 . 

Also  too,  a  Noah's  Ark 

A  pretty  teaset  I  already  have 

So,  please  don't  send  me  that. 

Sincerely, 

Gail  Lai 
Neil  M.  Ross  School 
St.  Albert 


Dear  Santa, 

I  thinking  of  you  this  very  hour 
I  want  a  little  daisy  flower 
And  for  my  sister  I  want  a  doll 
That  can  walk  up  and  down  the  hall 


Edna  D.  Wurz 
Magrath  Elem  School 
Magrath 


Dear  Santa, 

I  know  being  Santa  is  hard  to  hack, 
Carrying  around  that  heavy  sack. 
This  Christmas  I  want  to  go  to  a  show. 
And  a  bike  so  I  don't  have  to  hike. 

Sincerely, 

Jamie  Dean  Walowski 

Delburne  School 

Del burne 


Dear  Santa 


I  would  like  a  doll  and 
a  trumpet,  and  a  rocking 
horse.    I  hope  everything 
is  going  wel 1 . 

Sincerely, 
Joey  Tramer 
Neil  M.  Ross  School 
St.  Albert 


Dear  Santa; 

This  year  I  haven't  been  bad. 
If  I  don't  get  a  doll  I'll  be  sad. 

I  want  a  dress  very  much. 
But  I  will  not  ask  for  a  bunch. 
Love  Kristie 

Manning  Elementary  School 
Manning 


Dear  Santa, 


I  would  like  a  wagon  to  pull  my 
little  sister  in, 

A  little  doll  with  cloth  skin. 

A  Bible  book  all  to  myself. 

And  a  chance  to  see  a  little  Elf. 

A  silk  dress  that's  clean  and  white. 
And  some  shoes  that  are  always  in 
sight. 

A  carriage  to  hook  the  horses  to. 
And  for  my  old  Pa  to  come  home  soon. 

I  know  I'm    asking  for  alot, 
I  just  hope  that  he's  not  shot. 

Christine  Marko 

Notre  Dame  Elem.  School 
Bonnyvi 1 le 


V  '/ 

a;-  ' 


S 


■  r 


Gilpin's  General  Store 
Northwest  Territories 

December  15,  1903 

Dear  Santa, 

Please  send  me  a  kitten  all  snow  white. 

One  that  will  not  scratch  or  bite 

I'm  so  lonely  on  the  homestead. 

I'm  dreaming  of  a  kitten  I'll  call  "Ted". 

Your  friend, 
Kurt  Hoffman 

Viking  School 
Vi  king 


Dear  Santa, 

I  would  like  to  have  not  much. 
For  my  sister  I'd  like  a  watch. 
For  my  brother  a  little  toy. 
So  he  will  have  lots  of 'joy. 

Linda  J.K. 

Old  Elm  Colony  School 
Magrath 

/dibcrra 
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Spring  is  in  the  air! 

Lets  celebrate  the  new  season  with  a  view  to 

the  future.    In  the  farming  community,  especially, 

it  is  a  time  of  hope  and  new  beginnings.  The 

theme  for  this  spring  newsletter  is  Agriculture 

for  the  future.    In  this  issue  we  will  be 

introducing  our  new  Junior  High  School  handbooks 

"Space  Age  Agriculture".  Some  of  our  newsletter 

features  will  include  facts  and  fantasies  for  tomorrow's 

agriculture.    I  hope  you  enjoy  some  of  the  ideas. 


Special  Soil  Conservation  Issue 

In  support  of  National  Soil  Conservation 
Week^    April  11  -  17,  we  have  included 
the  supply  of  awareness  materials: 

Conservation  poster. 

bookmarks. 

Dust  Bucks. 

You  may  want  to  have  a  small  quiz 

or  competition  using  an  erosion 

theme  and  award  a  Dust  Buck  to  the  winner, 

Have  fun}    We  hope  these  materials 

can  be  put  to  good  use  in  your  school. 


Axxfa 
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PROGRAM  UPDATE 


AG  IN  THE  CLASSROOM  HAS  HAD  A  BUSY  YEARi 

Newsflash: 

We  have  sent  our  Junior  High  hand- 
books to  the  publisher  and  will 
have  a  limited  quantity  of  Science 
and  Social  Studies  handbooks  available 
for  use  throughout  the  province. 
Look  for  the  promotional  brochure 
for  details  on  how  to  order. 


The  Outreach  Program: 

We  have  programs  operating  in 
4  urban  cities.    The  program  has 
received  a  warm  welcome  in  the 
schools.    Thanks.    Letters  from 
students  are  in  the  "Let's  Talk" 
column. 

Agriculture  and  Me: 

We  still  have  some  Agriculture 
and  Me  handbooks  for  distribution. 

Pride  in  Alberta: 

The  revised  edition  of  Pride  in 
Alberta  is  finished.    If  you  haven't 
received  your  new  copy,  order  it 
from  the  Ag  in  the  Classroom  Program 

2nd  Floor,  7000  -  113  Street 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

T6H  5T6 


Look  llvT))e 


Pride  in  Alberta 

The  new  Pride  in  Alberta  handbooks 
feature  some  significant  changes. 
How  about  trying  some  of  the 
following  lessons  with  your  social 
studies  class? 

Grade  4 

Lesson  2    Cultivation  vs  Grazing 

This  is  a  real  land  use  decision 
that  is  faced  by  many  Alberta  farmers. 
Through  investigation,  students 
recommend  strategies  for  hypothetical 
farming  situations.    *  This  lesson 
contains  extensive  resources  on 
Alberta's  ecoregions. 

Grade  5 

Lesson  10    Our  Heritage,  Our  Future. 

Include  this  lesson  with  your 
teaching  plans  for  the  Canada: 
Industrial  Development  from  Region  to 
Region  curriculum.    The  major  concepts 
are  change  vs  constancy.    Two  farm 
production  case  studies  demonstrate 
how  technologies  have  changed  while  the 
food  product  remains  the  same. 
Students  speculate  as  to  future 
developments  that  may  be  likely  in  the 
agricultural  industry. 
*  A  good  companion  to  the  activity 
idea  in  this  newsletter. 


Grade  6 

Lesson  17    (Revised  edition  Pride  in  Alberta) 

If  you  are  doing  a  unit  on  Asia 
this  lesson  is  a  must.    Explore  Asia  -  Alberta 
links  using  this  task  card  strategy  to  review 
the  resources  provided  in  this  lesson. 

The  above  lessons  are  contained  in 

the  Pride  in  Alberta  handbooks  for 

the  elementary  level.    There  is 

probably  one  in  your  school.    If  you 

can't  find  it,  you  can  order  yours 

from  the  Agriculture  in  the  Classroom  Program 

2nd  Floor,  7000  -  113  Street 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

T6H  5T6 

Phone:  427  -  2402. 


ACTIVITY  IDEA 


Project:  Tomorrow 


Children  in  upper  elementary  and  junior  high  will  enjoy  this  lesson.'  J^^'' 

Background:       Too  often  we  think  of  Agriculture  as  "Farming  the 

land"  with  a  view  to  the  past  instead  of  the  future. 

Agriculture  today  is  farming  the  land  and 

a  whole  lot  more.    And  things  are  changing.  As 

most  of  us  move  to  a  more  urban  lifestyle  we 

lose  touch  with  the  current  developments 

and  techniques  of  farming.    More  over,  we  are 

ignorant  of  the  future. 

Procedure: 
Part  1 

Introduction:    A  look  at  change  -  with  respect  to  technology. 
Study  Question: 

1.  In  th6  last  20  years  what  are  some  new 
ideas  or  technologies  that  have  been  developed, 

or  improved  or  have  been  common  to  most  households? 

2.  Make  a  list  -  examples  may  include  video  machines, 
pocket  calculators  (solar  powered),  etc. 

Did  you  know? 

3.  Outline  the  following  ideas  for  possible 
development  in  the  agriculture  industry. 

In  the  future  it  may  be  possible  to: 

a)  through  genetic  engineering  have  a  pet  rhino  the 
size  of  a  cat  -  or  grow  a  plant  called  a  camato 
with  a  carrot  root  and  tomatoes  on  the  vine  or 
have  a  Plantimal  -  a  combination  plant  and 

animal  that  grows  by  photosynthesis  but  tastes 
like  meat. 

b)  have  a  food  factory  that  can  produce  lettuce 
from  seed  to  harvest  without  sunlight  or  soil. 

We  already  can: 

a)  make  a  chicken  that  can  normally  only 

lay  1  egg  a  day,  up  to  270  in  a  year  lay  as  many 
as  370  by  controlling  the  light  and  dark  and 
creating  more  chicken  days  in  the  year. 

b)  freeze  dry  food  so  that  they  take  as  little 

as  1/16  of  the  usual  space  for  storage.    When  water  is 
added  they  spring  back  to  their  original  size. 


Part  2 


The  Assignment: 


Divide  the  class  into  working  groups  of 
4  or  5.    Using  their  imagination  have  students 
compile  a  list  of  ideas  for  other  future 
agricultural  products  and  developments.  Choose 
the  best  idea  from  each  group  and  make  a  model 
diagram  or  draft  and  explanation  to  present  to  the 
rest  of  the  class  for  their  comments. 


Have  the  class  evaluate  the  projects  as  to  their 
feasibility. 

The  following  questions  may  help: 

1.  How  soon  could  this  be  made  available? 

2.  What  would  be  the  benefits  for  this  classroom 
of  this  invention? 

3.  If  you  had  money  would  you  invest  in  this  idea? 

Rate  the  projects  and  do  some  research  to  see 
if  any  of  them  have  already  been  done  in 
real  life. 


Tours  available:  Duck  Worth  Farm,  Calgary, 
offers  educational  tours. 
For  information  contact: 


Part  3 


Conclusion: 


Susan  Nelson  Pier 
Duck  Worth  Farm 
R.R.  #7 

Calgary,  Alberta 
T2P  267 

Phone:  272  -  4100 


"LET'S  TALK  ' 

The  following  are  letters  from  students  to  the  staff  of  our  outreach  program: 


Dear  Ruth  Wahl  and 
Marylou  Sawyshyn, 

Thank  you  for  showing  the  presentation 
about  Erosion.    I  liked  the  little  gopher. 
I  learned  a  lot  about  topsoil  and  dirt, 
grass  and  mud. 

At  home  I  grew  some  grass  and  got 
some  dirt  and  some  straw.    I  poured 
some  water  down  the  straw  pan  and  a  lot 
of  straw  came  down,  I  tried  the  dirt  pan 
and  there  was  a  lot  of  dirt  in  the  bucket. 
I  tried  the  grass  pan  and  nothing  came  out 

Your  friend, 
Brent  Raisbeck 
Wildwood  School 
Calgary,  Alberta 


Dear  Joyce  and  Allison, 

Thank  you  for  coming  to  our  class 
and  showing  us  your  slides.    I  learned 
that  each  cow  can  give  about  80  liters 
of  milk  each  day.    I  learned  when  the 
grain  is  golden  you  can  cut  it.    If  a 
cow  is  black  and  white  you  keep  it  for 
a  dairy  cow.    Grain  is  shipped  by  train 
to  a  ship. 

T.iank  you  once  more  for  coming. 
Yours  sincerely, 
Nancy  Kelly 
High  Park  School 
Edmonton,  Alberta 


Dear  Lori  and  Neil , 

Thank  you  for  showing 
us  about  threshing.    We  had 
fun  with  the  seeds  at  home. 
We  will  open  the  seeds. 

Your  friend. 

Jaclyn 

West  Park  Elementary 
Red  Deer,  Alberta 


EVALUATION  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND  ME 


1.  What  grade(s)  do  you  teach? 

2.  What  subjects  do  you  teach? 


3.      What  IS  the  name  and  location  of  your  school? 


How  did  you  find  out  about  "Agriculture  6  Me? 


Please  score  the  manual  according  to  the  following  system: 

1.  Poor  2.  Fair  3.  Average  ^,  Good  5.  Excellent 


1.  The  general  format  of  the  handbook  was   

2.  The  clarity  of  directions   

3.  The  usefulness  of  the  curriculum  connection  chart 
PLEASE  ANSWER  THE  FOLLOWING 

1.      Which  lessons  did  you  teach?   


2.      Which  lessons  did  you  like  best? 


Why? 


3.     Are  there  any  lessons  you  would  not  teach  for  any  reason  other  than 
they  are  not  designed  for  your  grade  level?   


If  so,  what  are  they,  and  why? 


4.      Do  you  consider  this  handbook  a  useful  teaching  tool  and  would  you 
use  It  In  your  lesson  planning?   


5.      Are  the  lessons  organized  and  sequenced  In  a  manner  that  makes  them 

easy  to  find,  to  relate  to  the  currlculun,  and  to  use?   

If  not,  could  you  suggest  an  alternative  organization? 


6.      Is  the  readability  level  of  student  material  appropriate?    If  there 
are  Instances  In  which  you  feel  It  Is  not,  please  Identify  them. 


7.  Are  you  provided  with  adequate  background  knowledge  and  materials  to 
teach  these  activities?  If  not,  please  Identify  specific  activities 
for  which  Inadequate  background  Is  provided.  


8.      Are  the  student  activities  motivational?    Would  students  find  them 
Interesting  and  enjoyable?    If  not,  please  Identify  those  activities 
which  might  lack  motivational  appeal.   


9.      Throughout  the  book,  various  pictures.  Illustrations,  and  diagrams 
are  used.    What  format  would  you  recommend  so  that  these  might  be 
made  generally  available  to  students?    (Small  sets  of  study  prints, 
slides,  etc.)  


lU.    Do  the  lessons  relate  closely  enough  to  Identified  areas  of  the 
current  Alberta  currlcultm  that  you  feel  that  would  be  used? 
If  not,  plecise  Identify  those  that  seem  to  lack  a  currlcular  fit. 


11.    What  other  positive  features  or  strengths  does  the  resource  have? 


12.    What  other  negative  features  or  weaknesses  does  the  resource  have? 


Please  return  to:  Agriculture  in  the  Classroom  Program 

2nd  Floor,  7000  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 


ydlbcria 

AGRICULTURE 


AGRICULTURE  IN 
THE  CLASSROOM 
NEWSLETTER 

PreSummer  1988 


CANADJA.NA 

c  ^ 

JUN  2  9  1988 


^^^^ 


But  First  —  evaluation  time! 

In  our  spring  newsletter  we  attached 
an  evaluation  form  for  "Agriculture  h 
Me".     So  far  the  response  has  been 
slow.     Since  we  plan  to  revise  and 
reprint  this  iiandbook  in  the  fall,  we 
would  really  appreciate  your  feed- 
back! I     It's  essential  to  the  develop- 
ment of  a  good  product.  Alberta 
Education  ^^^ill  be  considering  the 
revised  edition  for  "recommended" 
status  -  and  we  would  like  "Agriculture 
and  Me"  to  reflect  Alberta  teacher's 
needs . 

If  you  lost  your  evaluation  form, 
you  can  request  a  replacement,  or 
just  jot  down  your  recommendations 
and  send  it  to:     Agriculture  in  the 

Classroom  Program 

2nd  Floor  7000  -  113  St. 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

T6H  5T6 
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Only  you  can  help  me  be  sure! 


PROGRAM  UPDATE 


You  said  itll 


Urban  Agriculture  Outreach  - 

Greetings  from  the  Outreach  staff  - 
Lynn,  Joyce,  Allison,  Ruth,  Marylou, 
Tony,   Katherine,  Pat  and  Tammie. 
Thanks  to  students  and  teachers  across 
the  province  who  have  made  the 
Outreach  teams  feel  at  home  in  their 
classrooms.     Welcome  to  Edmonton  area 
schools  (St.  Albert,  Leduc,  Fort 
Saskatchewan,  Sherwood  Park,  Spruce 
Grove,   Stony  Plain  &  Beaumont)  who 
will  receive  the  Outreach  program  in 
May  and  June.     Some  June  bookings 
are  available  for  Calgary  schools, 
call  Lynn  at  427-2402  for  further 
information.     Keep  smilingi 


Dear  Allison  and  Joyce: 

I  am  writing  to  thank  you  for  coming 
to  Clara  Tyner  Elem.   School  on  April 
15th,   1988  and  making  it  a  superb  dayl 
My  favorite  part  was  where  you  took 
the  role  of  a  person  of  the  family  and 
you  had  to  deside  what  to  pack.  A 
good  challenge  in  the  morning  always 
enhances  ones  brain  I     1  did  like  the 
costumes  too.     I  really  felt  like  I 
took  a  blast  to  the  pasti     You  girls 
made  it  look  like  the  1888' si     I  really 
like  the  poster  that  you  left  us 
because  it  really  looks  like  you  left 
the  pioneer  spirit  in  the  classroom! 

Yours  truly,   Ian  Craig. 


GRAIN  IS  IMPORTANT  TO  ALBERTA 


Space  Age  Agriculture  - 

Junior  high  school  teachers  can  begin 
their  countdown  to  a  blastoff  in  Sept- 
ember I 

"Space  Age  Agriculture"  booklets  are  now 
ready  in  Division  III  science  and  social 
studies.     As  in  earlier  series,  each 
book  contains  hands  on  activities  for 
integrating  into  the  regular  curriculum. 
The  science  handbook  covers  topics  from 
each  junior  high  grade;   the  social  studies 
focuses  on  Grades  8  and  9.     Both  refer 
to  the  new  curriculums  developed  for  1988- 
89. 

Best  wishes  for  your  summer  plans. 
Remember,  all  systems  are  go  here  for 
enquiries  and  ra-r"_iests. 


Grain  is  important  to  Alberta  because 
it  makes  bread  and  cereal.     If  we  didn't 
have  wheat  we  wouldn't  be  healthy. 
Grain  and  other  plants  hold  the  soil  in 
the  ground  so  it  doesn't  blow  away. 
People  depend  on  us  for  our  grain.  If 
we  didn't  have  grain  everyone  wouldn't 
be  happy. 

Jason  Harty  -  Crestomere  School 

Grade  Two 

Editors  note: 

Jason's  class  was  one  of  the  Teaching 
Today  Agriculture  Week  contest  winners 
April  15,  1988 


Dear  Betty: 

Thank  you  for  your  helpful  news- 
letters.    I'm  hoping  to  use  the 
slide/script  "Beef  Producer"  to 
produce  a  video  with  my  students. 

Please  change  my  name,  from 
Penner  to  Loewen  because  I  got 
married  in  February  I 

Yours  truly, 
Violet  Loewen 


Thanks  for  the  <warm  fuzzies 

and  have  a  Wonderful  Summer  break 


AGRICULTURE  IN 
THE  CLASSROOM 
NEWSLETTER 

Fall  1988 


School  is  back  and  Agriculture  is  in  the 
classroom.     Hopefully  teachers  and  students 
enjoyed  a  wonderful  summer  break  and  are 
now  ready  to  dig  in  for  another  term. 
This  newsletter  is  part  of  our  new  plan  to  help  you  plan 
your  year.     We  have  included  a  list  of  resources  that 
are  available  for  school  use  from  Alberta  Agriculture. 
Please  note  that  these  materials  should  be  ordered  directly 
from  the  branch  indicated  on  the  resource  listing.  You 
may  also  want  to  order  a  Publication  List  or  Film  Catalogue 
from  our  Information  Services  Branch  -  J.G.   O'Donoghue  Bldg, 
7000   -  113   Street  Edmonton,   Alberta  T6H  5T6 

Enjoy  the  Agriculture  Bingo  Activity.      If  you  have  any 
suggestions  for  improvement  or  modifications  please  fill 
in  the  evaluation  form  and  return  to  this  office.  The 
recipes  are  kid  approved  from  Ag  in  the  Classroom. 


Happy  Harvest  time  from  the 
Ag  in  the  Classroom  Staff! 


October  16th  is  World  Food  Day,   a  day  declared  by  the 
United  Nations  as  an  annual  event  dedicated  to  the 
enhancement  of  public  awareness  of  issues  relating 
to  hunger,   poverty  and  malnutrition.     Activities  are 
planned  at  international,   national  and   local  levels. 
To  support  such  events,   the  Alberta  Committee  offers 
speakers , filmstrips r   a  play  script  and  Free  resource 
kits  with  activities  and  information  dealing  with 
current  issues. 

For  more  information,   or  to  obtain  a  free  resource 
kit   (please  send  $1  for  postage),   contact  the  World 
Food  Day  Committee  at: 

10425  Princess  Elizabeth  Avenue 

Edmonton,   Alberta  T5G  0Y5       Phone:  474-4785 

or 

233  Tenth  Street  N.W. 

Calgary,   Alberta  T5N  1V5         Phone:  270-3200 


EVALUATION  FORM 


1.  What  grade (s)   do  you  teach?   

2.  What  is  the  name  and  location  of  your  school? 


Please  score  the  Lesson  according  to  the  following  system; 

1.     Poor         2.     Fair         3.     Average         4.   Good         5.  Excellent 

1 .  The  clarity  of  directions   

2.  Curriculum  fit   

3.  Student  appeal   

4  -      Resource  support   

5.     New  ideas  for  educators   

Comments : 
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Resources 


Brochures  -  Dryland  Saline 

Seep  Control  -  Ref.  No.  518-11 

Brochures  -  Management  of 
Solonetzic  Soils 
Ref.  No.  518  -  8 

Brochure  -  What  Farmers  Think 
of  Tile  Drainage 
Ref.  No.  555-1 

Brochures  -  Emergency  Measures 
For  Control  of  Wind  Erosion 
Ref.  No.  572  -  1 

Brochures  -  Wind  Erosion  and  its  Control 
Ref.  No.  -  572  -  2 

Brochures  -  Soil  Organic  Matter 
Ref.  No.  -  536  -  1 

Brochures  -  Water  Course  Improvement 
and  Gully  Restoration 
Ref.  No.  -  753  -  5 

Brochure  -  One  Dust  Buck 

Brochure  -  Maintaining  Your 
Grassed  Waterway 

Brochure  -  Management  of 

Organic  Soils    Ref.  No.  FS518  -  12 

Brochure  -  Continuous  Cropping 
Ref.  No.  FS516  -2 

Brochure  -  Farming  Peat  Soils 
in  Alberta      Ref.  No.  FS518-9 

Posters : 

Conservation  Farming 
55  X  85  cm  Color 

On-Farm  Management 
55  X  85  cm  color 

Soil  Conservation  - 
Providing  for  the  f  iture 
32  X  44  cm  color 


Wind  Erosion 
1986 


Agu 


in  1985 


Cont. . . 


Wind  Erosion  -  Again  in  1985, 
1986,  1987      32  X  44  cm    B  &  W 

Keep  Up  Your  Stubble 
10  X  40  cm  color 

Please  contact: 

Alberta  Agriculture 
Print  Media  Branch 
7000  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 


Poster  -  Choose  Nutrition 
Available  from: 
Home  Economics  Branch 
Alberta  Agriculture 
2nd  Fl.  7000  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 


Oh  Gully  -  Where  is  the  Soil? 
-Film    22  Minutes 


A  Matter  of  Soil 
22  Minutes 


Film 


Gone  with  the  Wind  -  Too! 

Film  -  25  Minutes 
Available  from: 
Film  Library 
Information  Services  Div 
Alberta  Agriculture 
7000  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 


story  of  Milk  - 
16nim,  VHS,  Beta 
15  minutes 


Film 


Cow  to  Consumer  -  Display 
10'  X  10'  -  Temporary  Loan 

Alberta  Dairy  Production 
Course  -  general  reference 
home  study  -  $30.00  per  copy 

Dairy  Facts  and  Figures 
Individual  copies 

Available  from: 

Dairy  Production  Branch 

2nd  Floor,  Provincial  Bldg, 

5201  -  50  Avenue 

Wetaskiwin,  Alberta 

T9A  0S7 

Milk  -  Where  It  All  Begins 
-Individual  copies  or 
Bulk  on  request. 

Available  from: 

Milk  Foundation  of  Alberta 

14904  -  121  A  Avenue 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

T5V  1A3 


Magic  of  Water  -  Film 
Available  from: 

ADA  Library,  Edmonton  (427-2133; 
Information  Services  Division 
Edmonton  (427-2127) 


The  Right  Amount  -  Film 
Available  from: 
Irrigation  Branch  Lethbridge 
(381-5140) 


PERSONAL  INCLASS  INSTRUCTION 
Agricultural  Services  Branch. 
Information  on  the  development 
and  significance  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Service  Board  Program 
operating  in  66  municipalities. 
Emphasis  will  be  placed  on  how 
and  why  the  boards  were  started, 
their  role  and  purpose  in  main- 
taining agriculture  production 
in  the  Province  of  Alberta. 

Please  contact: 

Ferrin  D.  Leavitt,  Head 

Agricultural  Services  Sector 

Alberta  Agriculture 

(427-2171) 


SLIDE  PRESENTATION  on  the 
operation  of  Agricultural  Services 
Boards  -  Should  be  available  by 
fall. 

Available  from: 
Communications  Branch 
Alberta  Agriculture 


Environment  Views 

Environment  Education  Branch 

Drought  Issue  Spring  1986 

Water  Literacy  Issue  -  Spring  1988 

Available  from: 
Enviroment  Views 
Alberta  Environment 
Education  Branch 
12th  Floor,  Oxbridge  PI . 
9820  -  106  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5K  206 


Farm  Women  at  Work  Newsletters 
-series  of  7  newsletters  focusing 
on  roles  of  farm  women. 
-  classroom  set. 

Available  from: 

Home  Economics  Branch 

Alberta  Agriculture 

2nd  Floor,  J. 6.  O'Donoghue  Bldg 

7000  -  113  Street 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

T6H  5T6 


Protective  Clothing  for  Pesticide  Use 

-  Brochure 

Protective  Clothing  for  Farm  Welders 

-  Brochure 

Available  from: 

Print  Media  Branch 
Alberta  Agriculture 
7000  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 
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AGRICULTURE  RALLY 


AGRIGULTURE 
THE  eiMsSROOMI 
NEWSLETTER 

CHRISTMAS  1988 


LETS  CELEBRATE  WITH  A  FEAST 


Traditionally  Christmas  is  a  celebration  which  includes  many  tasty  treats  and . . . 
a  wonderful  turkey  dinner.  When  you  stop  to  think  of  it,  most  of  our  celebrations 
feature  special  food  items.  In  this  issue  we  would  like  you  to  focus  on  the  yummy 
foods  that  are  part  of  our  Christmas.  Much  of  it  comes  from  farms  and  most  of  it 
is  processed  and  sold  in  a  grocery.  We —the  celebrating  consumers,--.further  process  it  into  a  wonderful 
feast  Explore  with  your  class^eir  ChnstnSas  foods  by  trying  some  of  our  activity  ideas.  These  fun 
exercises  will  reveal  many  facts  about  our  agriculture  industry  in  Alberta.  Have  a  good  time! 


Editor's  note: 


^l>,iz^  you 


Only  part  of  us  can  learn  by 
othor  people's  experiences. 
The  rest  of  .o^^SnJlfave^to-  be  thie 
other  peopi^^ 


T:     trouble  with  some  people 
is  that  they , are  educated  beyond 
their  intelligence. 


If  your  school  does  not  yet  have 
this  series,  orders  can  be  placed 
by  contacting: 

Ag  in  the  Classroom  Program 
2nd  Root.  7000  -1 13  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta  " 
T6H5T6 


Jbsria 

AGRlCUtrURE 
AGRICULTURAL 
EDUCATION 

'^m-  -      i  .'BRANCH 


AmrnTYmEM 

Qreate  a  Qass  Recipe 


-  Here's  one  fi 
Background 


'  "Risk  Taking  Teacher' 


Most  of  us  have  fa^fite^foods  and  usually  wecan  identify  one  or  two  key  ingredients  such  as  chocolate  or  raisins  that  are 
the  real  taste  feature.VIn  the  following  l^on  children  will  combine  their  taste  favorites  and  discover  the  importance  of 
proportions  and  the  hidden  ingredients  that  make  food  taste  good  or  just  "work"  in  the  cooking  process.  Children  will 
have  fun  discovering  some  of  the  "essentials"  that  are  a  part  of  their  prepared  foods. 

Procedure:.;,  ^\  ---^'-^>'^v.  ^ 

1.  Have  the  children  brain  storm  for  ingredients  that  are  included  in  their  favorite  festive  foods  and  jot  the  list 
down  on  the  board. 

2.  Select  from  the  list  some  ingredients  they  would  like  to  include  in  a  recipe. 

3.  As  a  class  create  a  recipe  using  these  ingredients  -  the  process  is  most  important  -  don't  worry  at  this  point  how 
logical  this  seems.' ' 

4.  Test  the  redpe  and  make  out  a  taste  test  form  for  the  children  to  evaluate  the  results. 
What  went  right? 

What  went  wrong? 

Conclusion: 

5.       Bring  into  the  class  some  sample  recipes  and  have  them  discuss  or  write  a  paragraph  about  the  value  of  recipes. 


1. 


MORE'ACnVITY  IDF  AS 


Create  a  cartopi^^^^of  your  favorite  Ci 
feast  itenu  ilncit^i&nes  from  its  origin  to  its 
appearance  on  Tonr  table 


Prepare  4^  ^^^o*  ^ix^i  depif^itng  tat  iile  muj^  ot  <litiere|it, 
parts  ot  yquT  Qhri^tmas  dinner  or  mpn^rspnate  afe^i^t' 


3. 


ssrooni  Cookie  exchange;  ■ 


?Menu 

,  ,^^_j-eateaChristmasdinng:meiiu 
from  itigg^fions  frbm^h^cla^^^ 
^latural  to  follow 


4.     fHave  a  Christmas  Bake  Sale  and  give  the  proceeds  to 

the  Christmas  Bureau  or  another  worthy  cause.  J 


CHRISTMAS  CRAFT 


In  keeping  with  our  Festive  Food  theme  how  about  tiying  this  craft  made  with  decorative  bread  dough. 


A  Wreath  of  Lights 

SOURCE:  Festive  Crafts 
BY:  Mary  Ann  Green 
Frederick  MuUer  Ltd. 


Symbolic  in  design  and  very  much  part  of  the  Scandinavian  tradition  of  celebrating  the  winter  solstice  with  a  blaze  of  lights, 
are  the  candle  wreaths  modelled  from  Toll's  dough  or  salt  dough.  The  wreath  represents  the  full  circle  of  the  completed  year 
and  bears  the  lighted  candles  of  continuing  life.  A  wreath  of  candles  can  look  welcoming  flickering  in  the  window  on  Christmas 
Eve  or  as  part  of  the  festive  table. 


You  will  need: 

600  g  (1  lb  4  oz)  plain  white  flour 
150  g  (5  oz)  salt 
Water  for  mixing 
Kitchen  foil 

6  red  or  white  candles,  2  cm  (3/4  in)  in  diameter 
To  make: 


Pre-heat  the  oven  to  93  F,  gas  mark . 
Cover  baking  sheet  in  kitchen  foil  and  mark  a  circle  in  the  centre  approximately  15  cm  (6  in)  in  diameter,  by  drawing  round 
a  saucer.  '  ^ 

Sieve  the  flour  and  salt  together.  Mix  with  water  making  a  firm,  smooth  dough  which  is  not  sticky  and  is  easy  to  handle.  Set 
aside 

approximately  one  quarter  of  the  dough  for  the  decorations  and  th  centre  struts.  Roll  the  remaining  dough  into  a  long  rope 
approximately  5  cm  (2  in)  in  diameter.  Place  on  the  baking  sheet,  laying  it  round  the  edge  of  the  drcle  marked  on  the  foil. 
Moisten  the  ends  with  water  and  press  together  to  join  into  a  circle.  Smooth  over  the  join  to  make  even.  '  ^*,»^  ^ 

Roll  out  6  ropes  of  dough  roughly  1.5  cm  (-  in)  thick  and  make  into  two  plaits  about  15  cm  (6  in)  in  length.  Lay  in  the  centrri 
of  the  wreath  to  make  a  cross.  Moisten  the  ends  with  water  and  join  to  the  underside  of  the  circular  base.   '  - 
Make  six  marks  on  the  top  of  the  base,  spaced  evenly  round  the  circle  where  you  intend  the  candlies  t65taii(l^sWg  dncOT  tlie 

candles  \  ^        r.    ^  \ir::,:;;}y'^>J:.r...A{Xfi^j^'^^^ 

as  a  tool,  make  a  hole  with  the  flat  end  of  the  candle,  pressing  it  straight  down  into  the  dough.  Make  sufethat  thelijdes^of  th.. 
holes  are  absolutely  vertical  so  that  the  candles  will  bum  evenly  when  lit.  Remove  the  candle  from  the  wreath. 
|;To  add  surface  decoration,  roll  out  the  remaining  dough  quite  thinly  and  using  a  sharp  knife,  cut  out  several  leaf  shapes^  Mark 
l^e  veins  on  the  surface.  Arrange  on  the  wreath,  moistening  the  undersides  with  water  to  join.  Group  the  leaves  in  twos  and 
threes  round  the  candle  holes.  Roll  tiny  balls  of  dough  to  make  berries  and  secure  in  position  by  pressing  them  to  the  wreath 
witha  knitting  needle  through  the  centre.  HowerscanbemadeMdaddedthesameway.(Diag.  10)  If  extra  dough  is  needed 
for  the  decoration,  mbc  up  a  small  amount  using  one  part  of  salt  to  three  parts  of  plain  flour.  ^  i^U; 

Bake  overnight  in  a  slow  oven.  When  cool,  trim  the  foil  away  so  there  is  just  enough  for  the  wreath  to  sit  on.  Should  the  candle 
holes  distort  during  the  baking,  shave  a  little  bff  the  base  6f  each  candle  with  a  sharp  knife.  s .  -^Wl 

^^t&Xy  alternatives  aresmall,  individual  wreaths.'^ch  t)he  v^th  a  candle  in  the  centre.  iiiij^pi^K^  ~ 

Editor's  note:  -  For  Classroom  purpo^    ,  ihe  small  individual  wreatiis  would  probably  be  best.  ; 


PROGRAM  UPDATE 


Resources  for  Junior  Hi^h 


Space  Age  Scieni^iand  Sodal  Studies  Res 

Junior  High  Oun^Mutn  are  available  or 

serve  basis.  Teachers  who  have  attended  woi  icsnop  sessions 

for  these  handbooks  gave  them  "Excellent'VevaluatioiULfl 

hope  you  enjoy  yours  too. 

Contact: 

Qndy  Dixon 
Ag  in  the  Classroom 
2nd  Floor,  7000  - 113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T6H  5T6 
telephone:  (403)  427>2402   


'^Agriculture  in  The  Ciassroom  Conference 

We  attended  the  national  Agriculture  in  the  Qassniom 
Conference  in  Saskatoon  in  October.  Alberta  has'some^od 
things  happening  in  the  areas  of  AgriCulture^  AwanspesS. 
There  were  creative  ideas  oEchanged*  Since  Albertajmd 
Ontario  have  the  most  well  developed  programs  in  Camda^' 
we  are  sharing  our  resources  with  other  provinices  tol^Tp 
them  getstarted  on  their  own  programs.  Wewsh  thdmall 
good  luck  wth  this  very  worthwhile  enterprize*        '  ^ 


Highschool  Resource  Development 


This  past  summer  we  have  initiated  development  of 
HighSchool  resources  ""Hie  Business  of  AgricultureV31» 
^Career  and  Life  Management  20*  is  fmislied  ahtf  lfea'dy  fsx 


publishing.  Science  10-2a30v^l)efinishcdfor  thCBi^j^i^ 


The  show  is  fast  approaching,  there 
is  still  so  much  to  do  - 
The  "chosen"  cattle  must  be  in  fine 
shape  for  everyone  to  view. 
Round  them  up  and  entice  the  "un- 
suspecting darlings"  into  the  squeeza 
Fit  on  the  halters,  hold  on  tightly,  lead 
them  out  slowly,  with  ease. 
The  rodeo  begins,  the  calf  takes  off. 
you  hold  on,  dragged  along  for  the 
ride. 

Halter  breaking  is  not  gentle,  t>ut  you 
persevere  and  take  it  iri  your  stride. 

You  wear  your  steel  toed  boots,  but 
you  should  have  on  more  metal  than 
that! 

Your  shins  are  kicked,  your  hands 
are  blistered,  you  even  tose  your  hat! 
When  the  clippers  are  buzzing,  the 
animals  kick  and  twitch  her  and  there. 
You  bang  your  head  and  hands,  slip, 
trip  and  utter  the  very  odd  swear. 
Just  when  you  think  "she"  boks  mighty 
fine 

Your  partner  inspects  -  you  clip  one 
more  time!  ^  <  - 

Combing,  brushing,  standing,  lead- 
ing round  and  round,  ,  : 
For  hours  and  hours;  these  cattle  are 
tamed  down. 

The  day  has  arrived,  always  too  soon, 
to  load  up  show  supplies  and  feed. 
'  Sfiow  t)ox,  blocking  chute,  Ixoom, 
shovel,  what  else  do  we  need? 
No  matter  how  much  you  plan  and 
organize,  something  Is  left  t^ehirxj. 
Like  pins  for  the  curtain,  a  felt  pen 
that  works,  papers  all  signed,  y 
vThe  cattle  are  toaded,  we're  off  to  the 
show.'      I'f''!-^ '      :  v-'r^  .j,:. 
Wfien  we  arrive  at  untoading  -  we're 
in  the  last  row!      f,^;  > 
The  cattle  are  weighed,  their  "stall  is 
organized.'   ; . 

The  blocking  chute  is  squeezed  in 
among  others  the  S£^  size.  ^  ' 
The  wash  racks  are  so  busy,  only  one 
can  we  wash.  -     ^       -  ^ 
Soapsuds  are  flying,  spray  all  over, 
Insides  of  tx)ots  going  slosh. 
Not  only  are  the  animals  well  soaped 
and  sopped  - 


You  are  too,  your  hair  looks  like  it's 
been  mopped! 

Lead  one  out  of  the  wash  rack,  find 
space  close  to  a  plug. 
That's  what  you  have  in  your  mind,  as 
the  wet  cow  gives  a  tug. 
The  blower  is  dragged  out,  hooked  up 
-  it  works  again! 

The  cow  shivers  and  shakes,  her  posi- 
tion is  never  the  same. 
Washing,  blowing,  combing,  brushing, 
goes  on  till  ail  are  clean. 
The  stall  looks  nice,  straw  so  fresh, 
cattle  groomed,  the  best  they've  been. 
Feed  is  rationed,  water  buckets  filled, 
signs  straightened  out. 
All  are  contented!  "Let's  go  for  suf>- 
per",  someone  shouts! 
Visitors  are  walking,  pointing,  talking  - 
"Which  ones  do  we  like?" 
They  all  look  so  nice,  large,  medium, 
small,  they're  just  right. 
Show  day  arrives;  panic  prevails  - 
TTiis  one's  too  dirty,  bring  out  the  pails. 
This  one  needs  a  shade  more  clipping 
-what?  Noway! 
Put  the  bull  in  the  chute, 
bring  wax,  combs,  spray. 
We  cant  get  this  tail  to  stay  in  -  what 
now? 

That's  good  enough.  Spray  the  hoofs! 
Bring  mama  cow. 

Time  to  go  in  the  ring  -  we're  not  even 
dressed. 


Bring  the  show  numt>ers,  camera, 
Where's  your  show  vest? 
All  cattle,  down  in  Hall  A,  comes  the 
last  call. 

Run  and  get  my  show  stick  from  the 
stall. 

Our  cattle  and  trainers  are  waiting 
and  ready. 

The  classes  take  bnger  tfian  expected, 
hold  the  animal  steady. 

Now  rememt>er  to  hold  the  cow's 
head  high  and  always  watch  the  judge. 

We  tx)th  walk  confidently  into  the 
ring  and  then  she  doesnt  budge. 

This  class  is  much  too  large;  often 
this  is  the  case. 

This  doesnt  sot  -m  fair  to  those  near 
to  last  place. 

Because  all  have?  worked  hard  at  train- 
ing and  grooming, 
They  definitely  rate  a  more  honest 
look,  not  an  assuming. 
Ribbons  are  handed  out,  congratula- 
tions spoken. 

A  few  are  ecM ;  ?t  ic,  more  have  hearts 
broken. 

The  water  is  o  '  spraying,  the  soap- 
suds are  a '  sen  ibbing. 
To  remove  all  W  i  )  ->e  cosmetics  takes 
some  rubbing! 

All  equipment,  signs,  feed  and  ani- 
mals are  loade(^  jp  again. 

We  will  retum  next  year,  for  we  do 
enjoy  this  cattif"  lame.  , 

Author:  Jan  Gal>ert 
Crooked  Creek  Angus 


rmjBymom 
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AGRICULTURE  IN 
THE  CLASSROOM 
NEWSLETTER 

NEW  YEAR  1989 


Best  Wishes  for  a  Wonderful  and  Successful  New  Year  from 
the  Agriculture  in  the  Classroom  Staff 


PROGR/JVl  COORDINATOR  DEVELOPER/CONSULTANT 
SECRETAJ^Y  AND  LAYOUT  /VRTIST  RESEARCH/ARTIST 


It's  a  New  Year  and  our  newsletter  is  undergoing  major  renovations.  We  are  planning  to  use  our 
newsletter  for  piloting  new  lessons  in  the  future. 

This  new  format  will  aid  us  in  achieving  our  goals  of: 

1.  Continuous  lesson  development  for  all  divisions. 

2.  Keeping  abreast  of  curriculum  changes. 

3.  Keeping  up  with  the  latest  developments  in  the  agriculture  industry. 

4.  Responding  to  the  recommendations  of  educators  and  people  in  the  industry. 

To  assist  us  in  realizing  these  goals  we  need  your  support.  Evaluations  for  our  new  activity  ideas  will  be 
included  in  each  newsletter.  When  you  try  a  lesson  please  give  us  a  brief  evaluation.  We  will  use  these 
responses  to  guide  us  in  our  revisions  and  final  publishing  of  the  Agriculture  in  the  Classroom 
Resources.  We  sincerely  thank  you  for  your  inpi  t  in  tlie  past  and  look  forward  to  your  future 
suggestions. 


Let's  be  fair  about  this  also.  The 
kids  today  are  a  lot  different  from 
the  kids  of  the  50's.  For  one  thing, 
they're  about  30  years  younger. 


LOOK  IN  THE  BOOK 


Editors  Note: 


The  Activities  referred  to  in  this  section 
are  contained  in  the  Ag  in  the  Classroom 
Teacher  Handbooks. 


Each  activity  is  in  the  format  of  a  complete 
lesson  plan.  Worksheets  and  information 
resources  are  included  with  the  activities. 


/dlbcsrta 

AGRICUUURE 

AGRICULTURAL  EDUCATION 
BRANCH 


Wc  hope  you  will  find  this  format  easy  to  use 
and  the  activity  ideas  fun  and  inspirational. 

All  of  our  activities  have  been  developed  to 
support  the  curriculums  set  out  by  Alberta 
Education  in  Language  Arts,  Social  Studies 
and  Science. 


National 
Soil  Conservation  Week 

Poster 

Competition 

Open  to  all  Alberta 
:  '      Elementary  Schools 


*  Cash  &  Prizes 
*  Commercial  Publication 
*  National  Distribution 


Contest  rules  are  outlined  in  the 
1989  New  Year's  addition  of 
Agriculture  in  the  Classroom  Newsletter 
or  contact: 
Betty  Gabert 
Agriculture  in  the  Classroom 
2nd  floor,  7000- 113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 

Sponsored  by: 

/dlbcrta 

AGRICULTURE 


ACTIVITYIDEA 

National  Soil  Conservation  Week 
Poster  Competition 

Purpose: 

1.  To  create  a  poster  which  appeals  to  all  ages  in 
particular  children.  For  use  nationally  during  National 
Soil  Conservation  Week. 

2.  To  involve  Alberta  youth  in  a  project  which  will  have 
a  definite  impact  on  their  future. 

3.  To  raise  the  awareness  of  Alberta  youth  with  respect 
to  the  potential  problem  of  soil  loss. 

4.  To  give  students  an  opportunity  to  win  prizes  and 
have  their  artwork  published. 

Procedure; 

Collect  the  following  materials: 

1.  Regular  art  supplies:  pencils,  crayons,  paints  & 
rulers. 

2.  Paper  size  required:  18"  x  24".  Scratch  paper  for 
rough  work. 

Introduction: 

1.  Using  the  resources  provided  lead  a  class  discussion 
about  the  problems  of  soil  loss  through  erosion.  Make 
sure  that  students  are  aware  of  the  two  main  forms  of 
erosion  agents  Wind  and  Water.  Conservation  prac- 
tices should  be  highlighted  so  that  students  understand 
that  there  are  solutions  to  the  problem. 

Their  role  is  to  be  positive. 
We  have  a  problem  -  but 
There  is  an  answer. 

"Let's  encourage  soil  conservation  practices  so  we  all 
can  benefit." 

Generating  Ideas ...  Brainstorm  for  ideas 
-  identify  key  points  on  the  board. 


The  Activity: 


Send  us  your  posters: 


1.  Divide  class  into  working  groups. 

2.  Have  each  group  produce  a  rough  draft  of  an  idea. 

3.  Review  rough  drafts  and  decide  on  medium  to  be 
used  in  the  final  art  work. 


The  Result: 

THE  POSTER!!! 

1.  Completed  on  18"  x  24"  paper. 

2.  Full  color. 

3.  Contains  no  more  than  one  10  word  sentence. 

4.  Sign  the  poster  on  the  back. 

Give  names  -  school  and  school  address. 

Judging: 

The  basis  for  judging  will  be  as  follows: 

1.  Originality. 

2.  Creativity. 

3.  Uniqueness. 

4.  Overall  appearance. 

Judging  panel  will  include: 

1.  Two  people  from  Ag  in  the  Classroom. 

2.  Two  people  from  the  Conservation  Branch. 

3.  One  person  from  Rural  Education  Development 
Association. 

4.  One  art  teacher. 


1.  Use  a  mailing  tube. 

2.  Deadline  Postdated  June  30  - 1989. 

3.  Mailing  Address: 

Rural  Education  Development  Association 
14815- 119  Avenue 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5L2N9 

The  Rewards: 

1.  Winners  will  be  published  in  the  fall  Ag  in  the  Class- 
room Newsletter. 


2.  Prizes  are:  First  place  $50.00 

25  second  place  $10.00  each. 
-  Money  will  be  forwarded  to  the  artists  in  care  of  their 
school. 


3.  National  publication  of  the  winning  poster. 

4.  Second  place  winners  will  be  used  as  an  illustration 
for  a  soil  conservation  resource. 

HAVE  FUN!!!! 


RESOURCE 

SOIL  EROSION 


What  is  Soil  Erosion? 

Soil  erosion  is  the  breaking  away  ofsoil  particles  at  the  surface  of  the  soil  and  the  moving  away  or  loss  of  the  particles. 
Erosion  can  be  caused  by  moving  water  or  wind. 


Water  erosion  may  be  caused  by  heavy  rainfall,  or  water  from  meltingsnow  or  by  stream  or  river  flow.  Rainfall  erosion 
is  widespread  over  Alberta.  Snow  melt  erosion  is  also  significant  in  areas  receiving  a  lot  of  snow  over  the  winter 
followed  by  a  quick  warming  in  the  spring.  The  removal  of  soil  by  water  can  be  uniform  over  the  soil  surface  and  is 
called  sheet  erosion  or  it  can  be  channelized  into  rills  or  gullies.  The  rills  may  be  small  in  size  but  because  there  are 
so  many  rills,  they  cause  most  of  the  soil  loss. 

Wind  erosion  is  mostly  a  problem  of  the  drier  regions  of  Southern  Alberta.  It  can,  however,  be  a  problem  anywhere 
in  Alberta  ifconditionsaredrvandwindyas  shown  by  thospringof  1988  in  Central  Alberta.  Erosion  starts  when  loose 
soil  particles  are  set  in  motion  by  the  wind.  The  particles  can  bounce  along  the  soil  surface  or  be  suspended  in  the 
air. 

Why  is  Soil  Erosion  a  Concern? 

Under  natural  conditions  soil  erosion  is  slight  as  the  soi  1  is  usually  protected  from  the  action  of  water  or  wind  by  the 
plant  cover  such  as  trees,  grasses  and/or  shrubs.  As  man  clears  away  the  natural  forest  or  plows  the  natural  grassland 
the  soil  is  exposed  to  wind  or  moving  water. 

Soil  erosion  can  be  serious  enough  that  previously  good  land  is  no  longer  suitable  for  the  economic  production  of 
crops. 


SUSPENDED 
PARTICLES 


BOUNCING  PARTICLES 


\ 


SOIL  SURFACE 


Are  there  ways  to  Control  Erosion? 


Yes,  soil  erosion  can  be  controlled  by  using  conservation  practices. 

The  most  basic  conservation  practice  is  to  maintain  enough  plant  cover  on  the  soil  surface.  This  reduces  erosion 
losses  to  an  acceptable  level.  The  plant  cover  can  be  growing  plants  or  plant  residues.  This  cover  can  be  maintained 
by  a  combination  of  growing  suitable  crops  and  using  cultural  and  tillage  practices  that  do  not  bury  all  the  valuable 
residue  left  from  the  previous  crop.  An  example  of  this  conservation  practice  is  to  use  equipment  that  does  not  turn 
over  the  soil  but  just  cuts  plant  roots  below  the  surface  and  leaves  the  dead  plants  on  the  surface. 

Many  farmers  in  Alberta  are  successfully  controlling  erosion  by  using  conservation  practices.  Yet  others  still  have 
too  much  erosion  occurring  on  the  land  they  farm.  In  Alberta  farmers  are  responsible  for  erosion  control  on  the  land 
they  farm.  Farmers  can  receive  advice  and  assistance  on  conserv  ation  methods  for  land  that  is  suffering  from  erosion. 


SOIL  EROSION  VOCABULARY 

1.  acceptable  -  normal  or  inevitable 

2.  channelized  -  forming  grooves 

3.  conservation  practices  -  farming  the  land  so  that  the  soil  is  not  exposed  to  erosion  agents 

4.  cultivation  -  tillage  or  breaking  up  of  soil  to  prepare  it  for  planting  seed  or  for  control  of  weeds 

5.  exposure  -  left  bare  or  open  to  the  elements 

b.  gullies  -  large  grooves  created  by  running  water 

7.  plant  residues  -  dead  stems  or  leaves  of  plants 

8.  rills  -  small  grooves  created  by  running  water 

9.  uniform  -  the  same  throughout 


WHAT  DOES  SOIL  EROSION  LOOK  LIKE? 


1.  If  you  see  soil  on  top  of  snow  drifts  in  ditches.  Soil  has  been  lost  from  the  land, 

2.  If  you  see  dark  clouds  of  soil  blowing,  soil  is  eroding. 

3.  If  you  see  little  muddy  streams  running  across  a  bare  field.  Soil  is  being  carried  away. 

4.  If  you  see  piles  of  soil  that  look  like  sand  dunes  or  snow  banks  along  a  fence  line  at  the  edge  of  a  field. 
This  is  a  result  of  soil  erosion. 


WHAT  DO  CONSERVATION  PRACTICES  LOOK  LIKE? 


1.  If  you  see  dry  yellow  plant  stubble  on  a  field  in  the  winter.  The  farmer  has  left  plant  residue  to  hold  down 
the  soil. 

2.  If  you  see  rows  of  trees  in  fields  or  along  fences.  These  are  shelter  belts  that  slow  down  the  wind. 

3.  If  you  see  what  looks  like  a  lawn  growing  in  a  low  channel  in  a  field.  This  is  a  grassed  waterway  that  allows 
water  to  run  after  a  heavy  rain  or  in  the  spring  after  snow  melts  without  carrying  soil  away. 

4.  If  you  see  a  farmer  seeding  into  a  field  that  still  has  considerable  straw  or  residue  on  the  surface  he  is  using 
a  conservation  practice. 

5.  If  you  see  bales  of  straw  along  a  road  ditch,  this  is  erosion  control.  The  bales  will  trap  soil  particles  that 
are  carried  in  the  water. 

6.  If  you  see  crops  planted  in  strips  alternating  with  summer  fallow.  This  is  a  conservation  practice  called 
strip  farming. 


EVALUATION  FORM 


1,  What  grade(s)  do  you  teach? 


2.  What  is  the  name  and  location  of  your  school? 


Please  score  the  lesson  according  to  the  following  system: 

1.  Poor     2.  Fair   3.  Average     4.  Good     5.  Excellent 

1.  The  clarity  of  directions   

2.  Curriculum  fit 

3.  Student  appeal   

4.  Resource  support   

5.  New  ideas  for  educators   


Comments: 


PROGRAM  UPDATE 


The  Business  of  Agriculture 

HOT  OFF  THE  PRESS  FOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 


A  comprehensive  resource  for  Career  and  Life  Manage- 
ment 20  Theme  D.  If  you  are  looking  for  a  super  activity 
resource  which  takes  a  CREATIVE  look  at  career  plan- 
ning you  will  want  to  order  this  handbook  free  from 
Agriculture  in  the  Classroom.  This  is  our  first  high  school 
handbook  and  we  are  confident  you  will  find  it  a  treasure! 


Space  Age  Agriculture 

A  Reminder.  Curriculum  related  junior  high  re- 
sources for  Science  and  Social  Studies  are  available 
free  from  the  program.  Order  now.  These  have  been 
developed  to  support  the  new  curriculums. 


Space  Age  Agriculture. 

Land  and  Life  Agriculture  Option 

Resources  are  now  available  from: 

Learning  Resources  Distributing  Centre 

12360 -142  Street 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

T5L4X9 

Phone:  427-2767 


Let's  be  fair  about  this.  College 
tuition  may  be  high,  but  I  figure  that 
any  institution  willing  to  take  my 
kids  for  four  years  deserves  every 
penny  it  can  get. 


Join  Ag  in  the  aassroom  for  a  Workshop  Session  at  the 
following  Conventions  this  spring 


All  participants  in  the  Agriculture  in  the  Classroom  Program  sessions  will  receive  extensive  resources 
which  are  intended  to  support  a  variety  of  subject  areas  from  Kindergarten  to  Grade  12. 

We  hope  you  will  find  these  Alberta  based  resources  a  useful  tool  in  your  classroom. 


/  "  \ 

Red  Deer  February  10 

"Free  and  Easy"  a  hands  on  workshop  which  includes  an  overview  of 
the  program  and  resources.  Divisions  1  &  2,  3  &  4. 

"Escape  from  the  Ordinary."  For  secondary  teachers  an  interactive 
session  introducing  some  of  our  unique,  creative  activity  ideas  for 
Science,  Social  Studies  and  C.A.L.M.  20. 


Greater  Edmonton  February  23 


"Escape  from  the  Ordinary"  an  interactive  lecture  on 
the  variety  of  resources  available  to  Alberta  teachers 
from  Agriculture  in  the  Classroom.  Attend  this  session 
for  ideas  and  resources. 


South  East  February  24 

"Free  and  Easy"  a  hands  on  workshop  highlighting  creative  elemen- 
tary activity  resources. 

"Escape  from  the  Ordinary"  introduces  teachers  to  our  creative 
activity  ideas  for  secondary  teachers. 


( 


Central  East  March  9 

"Escape  from  the  Ordinary"  introduces  teachers  to  the  resources 
available  to  secondary  teachers. 

"C.A.L.M.  20  Resources" 

If  you  teach  CA.L.M.  you  must  see  and  own  a  copy  of  this  exciting 
resource.  It  will  make  the  career  section  of  this  course  a  great 
experience  for  both  students  and  teachers. 


Audience  awareness  is  so  important. 
Speakers  should  always  recognize  when 
they're  in  mixed  company  ~  half  awake, 
half  asleep. 


Mighty  Peace  March  10 
"CA.L.M.  20  Resources" 

If  you  teach  G.A.L.M.  you  must  see  and  own  a  copy  of 
this  exciting  resource.  It  will  make  the  career  section 
of  this  course  a  great  experience  for  both  students  and 
teachers. 
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EDrrOR'S  NOTE 


Due  to  the  bulk  of  this  newsletter  we 
have  enclosed  only  one  calendar  per 
school.  Please  make  extra  copies  for 
classroom  use. 


